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to enter on a military career. The matter, however, re-
ceived no attention from the Imperial Government until
the exigencies of the War changed " the angle of vision "
and British Commissions were for the first time granted to
Indian officers.

The authors of the Montagu-Chelmsford Report left the
question with an observation that, " if our general policy
demands that the Indian element in the civil services of the
country should be increased, it involves some change also
in our military policy." In the new Legislative Assembly,
constituted under the Government of India Act of 1919,
resolutions were passed urging " that adequate facilities
should be provided in India for the preliminary training of
Indians to fit them to enter the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst ; and that as soon as funds were available steps
should be taken to establish in India a Military College, such
as Sandhurst, and the desirability of establishing in India
training and educational institutions for other branches of
the Army should be steadily kept in view/'1

These resolutions were passed at a time when the House
had emphatically protested against the main proposals of
the Esher Committee,2 which was appointed soon after the
War to consider the re-organization of the military resources
of India in, relation with the Imperial General Staff. The
Committee made a number of important proposals designed
to promote the efficiency and contentment of the Army in
India, and to secure that the Government of India would
have at its disposal a well-trained and loyal Army fit to take
its share in the defence of the Empire. But the policy of
Lord Esher's Committee was to remove once and for all the
control of the Indian forces from the power of the Assembly.
The Government of India, however, felt the need of con-
ciliating public opinion by responding to the modest request
for increased facilities for admission to Sandhurst and for a

1 Resolutions 7 and  8   of tlie  March   28,   1921,  Indian   Legislative
Assembly Debates.

2 Cmd. Paper 943 of 1920.